
The Greatest Canadian Explorer
Overview:  The teacher will introduce note taking skills through the use of encyclopedias, video, text and Internet while gathering information on early exploration in Canada.  Students will then use these skills to work in groups to research an explorer.  Finally, they will compare these explorers to determine which one the class feels is the “greatest”.
Big Ideas:

· Notes should be short summaries of important or interesting information

· Notes can be taken using different types resources

· Notes have a purpose

· Organizing information makes it easier to work with it

· Organizing one’s thoughts is important before writing a structured piece

· Reliable information will appear in more than one source

· Author/source and date can help determine reliable information
· Referencing work is important for reliability

· Writing has a purpose

· Audience is important when writing

· Good ideas should be shared

Grade 4 Social Studies PLO’s
· apply critical thinking skills – including comparing, imagining, inferring, identifying patterns, and summarizing – to selected problems and issues
· gather information from a variety of sources
· demonstrate knowledge of early European exploration of BC and Canada

· describe technologies used in exploration, including, transportation, navigation, food preservation

· describe economic and technological exchanges between explorers and Aboriginal people

· analyse factors that influenced early European exploration of North America

Lesson One:  Note taking 
Big Idea:

· Notes should be short summaries of important or interesting information

· Notes can be taken using different types resources

· Notes don’t have to be sentences

Materials:

· Online video http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/7858-canada-european-settlement-of-canada-video.htm 

· way to project the video

· overhead from an encyclopedia on early exploration in Canada – at least four paragraphs in length
· overhead projector and pens

· Note sheets for gathering facts (see attached) copied onto two different coloured papers and cut into strips.
· Class set of Sharpie pens
· roll of masking tape
Instruction – 20 minutes

1. Explain to the students that the class is going to learn about Canadian explorers and how these people contributed to the creation of our country.  As a class, they will then decide which explorer is “the greatest” Canadian explorer.  First, however, the class will learn about how exploration unfolded in Canada.

2. Watch the two minutes online video segment about European Settlement in Canada.  Ask the students what information was in the video.  As they share ideas, write down a note form of their words on the overhead.  Hand a coloured strip to the student and have them copy the note down onto a strip of paper and put their name at the bottom.  
3. Have them write the title of the video at the bottom as well and post it on the board at the front.  

4. Point out that the ideas written on these strips of paper are “notes”.  They are the things we remember.  Probably, they are the most important bits of information in the video if they are the things we remember.  Certainly, they are the most interesting to us.  Notes are short bits of information instead of full sentences.  We don’t need to write a lot of words, just enough to help us remember what we were thinking when we wrote it.

5. After a few students have shared in this way, ask for help in writing the note when the next student shares.  “How could I put that idea into a note?  I don’t really want to write a lot.” Watch the video again, if necessary.

6. Using the encyclopedia, photocopy an overhead of the early settlement page.  Blow up the size of the passage so that the students can read it with you.  It is good to use the encyclopedia together because the text is more difficult to read. 

7. Read the first paragraph or two together and discuss the meaning.  One way to facilitate discussion is to play “Hand Off”.   You begin by sharing a thought and then ask a student, “What do you think, ____________?”  They share and then ask another student, “What do you think, _________?” and so on.  Let it run a few students before pulling it back.  It depends on how meaty the topic is and how often you have done this as to how long you can allow it to run.  Students may say, “I don’t know what to say right now,” and the questioner can then reply, “We’ll come back to you,” and then ask another student.  You may want to limit the number of students who can say this in a row, if necessary.
8. Remove the passage from the overhead and tell the students what you found most interesting or what you remember about the passage.  

9. Write down your thought on a different colour paper strip, sharing the sentence with the students as you write.  Remind them that the strips are small so if you have a lot to share you will use more than one strip.  Each strip should hold one idea.
10. Point out that the strip is a different colour because it is from a different type of resource.  The first resource used was the video clip.  This note is from an encyclopedia.  

11. At the bottom of the strip record the name of the encyclopedia (Hold up the volume so they can see it) and the title of the article (at the top of the overhead).

12. Ask the students why you did that.  (ie. find it again if necessary, so others know it wasn’t your original thought and you give credit to the real author)

Working together - 25 minutes

13. Read a second paragraph or two and discuss the information.  

14. Turn off the projector.  Ask the students what they remember.  Record their ideas on a strip of paper for them and ask the student to post it to the front.  Share out loud as you write and record the bibliographic information as before.

15. Ask the students why you turned off the projector.  Point out a note is what we remember, not something we copy.  With a video it is easy to write your own words.  With a book, you have to make an extra effort to avoid copying.

16. Repeat with a third paragraph but have the students write their ideas after suggesting them aloud.

17. Hand out strips to all students.  Read another passage, discuss it and turn off the projector.  Ask the students to write one thing they remember on the strips of paper.  Remind them to record the name of encyclopedia and title of article!

18. Have several students share what they wrote with the class.  Discuss the fact that some ideas are repeated.  Gather ideas that are the same and post them together on the board.
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Lesson Two:  Practicing taking notes from text
Big Idea:

· Notes should be short summaries of important or interesting information

· Notes can be taken using different types resources 
· Author/source and date can help determine reliable information
Materials:

· Notes from last class posted onto a butcher paper sheet with space for more

· Overhead projector and pens

· Information passage on exploration from student textbook (or see attached)

· Note sheet for gathering facts copied onto a third colour (different from last lesson) and cut into strips

· Roll of masking tape

· Class set of Sharpie felt pens

Instruction – 10 minutes
Explain that today the students will practice note taking using the textbook (or attached resource).

Using the textbook passage on exploration or a copy of the information attached, read the first paragraph or two together and discuss.  Ask the students to suggest notes.  Hand students a Sharpie and a strip of paper if they make a suggestion.  Work together as a class to help the student create a solid note from their original idea.  Have them write the note they suggest.  Write the title of the book and page on the overhead or board and have the students copy it in the reference area.
Note any mention of individual explorers and be sure to post their names as well.

Working with a partner – 25 minutes
Pair off the students.  You may wish to use a deck of cards for random pairing or to fix the pairs ahead of time to ensure weaker students have a stronger person to work with.

Have them write notes on the passage selected.

Remind them that discussion and thought is a large part of note taking.  They will need to talk to their partner about the reading.  One way is to have one partner read the paragraph out loud and the other partner then tells them what the paragraph is about.

Circulate to help where needed.  Have students share a note out loud on occasion to give examples for those who may need inspiration.

Working together – 10 minutes

Share notes as a class.  Note the repeats and gather them together.

Post the notes to the butcher paper.

The Exploration of Canada

In the late 1400’s the Europeans were looking for a quick route to China and the Indies.  They wanted to trade spices with these countries but the overland route was long and dangerous.  The sailors were looking for a better way.
Italian explorer Giovanni Caboto (John Cabot) was paid by England to explore North America.  His journey is the first recorded advance by the English.  Over the next twenty-five years English, Portuguese and French explorers sailed across, trying to find a way past North America.
By 1541 French explorer Jacques Cartier tried to set up settlements of people around the Saint Lawrence River.  Completely ignoring the fact the Aboriginal Peoples already lived on the land, the Spanish, Portuguese, French and English all began to “claim” great pockets of land for their own country.  In order to hold the land however, they needed to have people settle on it.  French farmers moved into what is now New Brunswick and by 1608 Quebec City was started by explorer, Samuel de Champlain.  In 1617, the family of Louis Hebert, a farmer-apothecary was the first family (dad, mom, three children and brother-in-law) to arrive and Quebec officially became a colony.  The whole area was called New France.
The race was on between the French and the English to see who could bring more people over to live in North America.  By 1749, the English had more than twice the number of people living along the east coast as the French.  The two cultures clashed as each country tried to claim more and more land as their own.  By 1760, the English won a series of battles and New France was gone.  Soon after, the people living in what is now the United States began fighting against the British to control their own country.  They won some land to call their own and Canada separated from the United States.
The race now shifted from competition between France and England to competition between the United States and England.  In the late 1700’s explorers like James Cook and George Vancouver had reached the west coast by ship and were exploring the coastline.  In 1793, Alexander Mackenzie was the first explorer to reach the Pacific Ocean by crossing the land.  Settlers had established colonies as far west as Red River in what is now Manitoba by 1812.  The Americans also had explorers crossing the continent and new colonies starting up along the way.  The British government knew that if they didn’t have a way to spread people across the land to the Pacific Ocean, the Americans would claim it as their own.  

By 1881 a railroad was finished that stretched across Canada from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.  This railroad opened a transportation route to make it easier to move people and goods across the continent.  With this railroad, settlements grew and more provinces established local governments.  These provinces joined together for protection and Canada grew to the nation we have today.

Lesson Three:  Note taking from a website
Big Idea:

· Reliable information will appear in more than one source

· Notes can be taken using different types resources 
Materials:

· Access to the Internet website http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/206/301/lac-bac/explorers-kids/www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/explorers/kids/h3-1300-e.html 
· Computer for each student (or student group)

· facts from butcher paper copied single sided to blank sheet (attached) – enough for each student or pairs if they will be sharing a computer 

· students will need pencil crayons
Instruction – 20 minutes

1. Explain that today the students will be using the Internet to gather information.  

2. Hand out copies of the facts from the butcher paper to each student or student group at a computer.

3. Project the website “Passageways: true tales of adventure for young explorers” to a screen for the class.  

4. Read “A Case of Mistaken Identity” together and discuss.  

5. Ask the students if the information sounds like information they have already gathered.  Have them identify which fact or facts on their sheet repeat the same information.  Ask them to put a coloured dot next to the fact.  Record the name of the website, “Passageways: true tales of adventure for young explorers” and title of the page “The New Continent” at the top of the page and put the same coloured dot next to it.  This links it to facts of the same colour.
6. Explain that today if they come across new information they can add it to the blank squares but if they come across information they already have they should put a coloured dot next to the fact (in the same colour they already used).  They use the dots because then they don’t have to copy the bibliographic information over and over.

7. Point out the fact box with explorer names inside.  These explorers lived during the 16th century.  Ask the students how you knew that.  (It is written on the page.)
8. Ask the students to write the names of the explorers into a blank square on their note sheet and put a coloured dot next to it.  Have them include the words “16th century” in the box so they can remember when these explorers lived.

9. Scroll over the explorer’s name and notice the cursor changes.  What does that mean?  (It is a hyperlink and will take them to more information about that person.)  Click on the link and see what happens.  

10. Ask them how they get back to the previous page.  Guide them back.

11. Point out the left hand sidebar.  Some of the words are green.  Why?  (that is the page you are on)  Explain that the students will move through all the pages in the list today and take notes on their note sheet, remembering to copy the names of the explorers they see as well.

Working alone (or in groups) – 25 minutes
1. Have the students move to their own computers and find the correct website.  This can be done a number of ways:  

a. You can preload it to all the computers.  

b. You can create a word document with the link and save it to a file on a shared drive that the students can all access.  

c. You can save it to a website online and have them access that website first before connecting to this one.  The power of that is that this link is fairly complex and a place like www.delicious.com is way easier to write.  

d. You can have the technology person load it into the favourites bar and save it so the students can all access it at any time.

2. Have the students work their way through the rest of the website, recording the rest of the information.  Note that they are only reading the one paragraph of information on introductory each page and not going in to the information on each explorer.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Lesson Four: Organizing Information
Big Idea:  

· Organizing information makes it easier to work with it

Materials:

· Butcher paper of facts

· facts from butcher paper copied to blank sheet that students added to in the last lesson

· Blank 11x17 sheet of paper for each student
· Note sheet for gathering facts copied onto a fourth colour (different from lesson 1 and 2) and cut into strips

· Several rolls of masking tape

· Class set of Sharpie felt pens

Room Setup:

1. Seat students in groups of 3-4.  

Partner/Group work – 15 minutes

1. Have the students take out their note taking sheets used last lesson.

2. Have them partner up with someone else in their group and compare the notes they added last lesson.  If they both have the same note, have them put a check next to it.  If they have a note they feel is particularly important but the other person doesn’t have it, add it to the other person’s notes.  If they were partnered for this activity last lesson, just have the two partner groups work together until they have consensus on their facts.
3. Have the partners/groups write their new facts onto coloured strips and post them to the butcher paper.  If another group has already posted the same fact, have them post overtop.

Working Together – 10 minutes

4. Look at the facts on the butcher paper together and locate facts from the video and encyclopedia that are the same.  Regroup these in the same area of the paper and have them count as one fact.  

5. Notice if some of the facts give contradictory information.  How will we decide which is the best information?  Ideally you would like the students to suggest the following:

a. Is one repeated from other sources?

b. Is one more recent?

c. Who are the authors of the facts?  Is one author or source more reliable?

Group Work – 20 minutes

6. Ask the students, “Does some information seem to go together better than others?  Are there categories of information?  What might one category be?  Which facts would be placed in that category?”
7. Hand out blank 11 x 17 sheets to each student.  Ask the students to come up with some categories for the facts and write those across the top of their page.  Ask students to cut out the facts and sort them into categories on the 11 x 17 sheet.  Have them glue down the facts when they feel satisfied.
8. Circulate to help where needed.
Lesson Five-Six: Turning Facts into Paragraphs 

Big Idea:

· Notes have a purpose

· Organizing one’s thoughts is important before writing a structured piece

Materials:

· 11 x 17 Fact organizer from last class

· Several sheets of chart/butcher paper

Working Together – 20 minutes

1. Seat students in the same groups as last class.  Have the students take out their fact organizer from last class.
2. Have groups share their ideas with the class and work as a class to create a common set of categories.  There may be some debate over categories and which facts should sit in which category.  Try to allow the students to sort this out amongst themselves while you facilitate.

a. If you start with sharing the categories first, the class can debate that and make a decision so you can write the categories up.  Start by writing all the category suggestions on the board and then narrow them to the ones everyone feels are the best.  

b. Once the categories have been decided, write them onto separate sheets of chart or butcher paper and have a student help by moving the facts into the categories.

Instruction – 10 minutes

3. Ask the students, “Why did we do this?”  Have the students suggest why organizing information is better.  (makes it easier to find information and compare information may be some reasons)  Ask them how else they could have gathered facts from the beginning to help.  (created categories to separate the facts into is one idea)
4. Direct student’s attention to one category of facts.  If there are more than five facts, have the students decide if all of the facts are important or if some seem to say the same thing in different words.  Narrow the facts to about five excellent facts.  

5. Demonstrate using the facts to write a paragraph.  To begin, ask the students why all these facts seem to go together.  Using that idea, write a sentence on the board.  This will be your topic sentence.  

6. Ask the students to help arrange the facts in some order under the topic sentence.  “Which comes first and which idea flows from that one?”  These are your supporting details.

7. Write each note into a sentence under the topic sentence until you have a paragraph written.  

8. For the concluding sentence, reword the topic sentence.

Working Together and with a partner – 15 minutes
9. Take a second category of facts and ask the students to turn to a neighbour to decide which facts should go together.  They may have no more than five. Allow a couple of minutes for this.  Not everyone has to be finished.  You just want everyone to have a chance to voice an opinion.
10. Have partners share their ideas with the class until you have narrowed the facts to no more than five.

11. Now have the partners work out a topic sentence.  Ask them to think about why the facts go together so nicely?  
12. Have them share suggestions and work as a group to record one on the board.

13. Have the students offer suggestions for how to organize the facts in order and why.

14. Ask the students to help create sentences out of each fact and record these under the topic sentence.

15. Work with the students to create the concluding sentence.

Lesson Six

1. Have students work in partners or alone to write a paragraph for the last few categories.

Teacher

Collect the paragraphs.  Work to put the paragraphs from both lessons into an essay, making sure to include paragraphs from the students.  Photocopy this for the class.

Lesson Seven-Eight:  Researching an Explorer

Big Idea:

· Referencing work is important for reliability

Materials:

· Assignment handout for each student (see attached)
· Explorers essay written from the paragraphs written last class – copies for each student

· Names of explorers written on board: John Cabot, Jacques Cartier, Samuel Champlain, Simon Fraser, Alexander Mackenzie and James Cook.

· Butcher paper with topic areas listed for each explorer

· Note sheet for gathering facts copied onto a different colour for each student in a group and cut into strips  (see attached in lesson one)

· Books on each of the six explorers

· Access to encyclopedias

· Access to the Internet and website resources (see attached)

· Access to videos, online or not (see attached)
· Class set of black Sharpie felts

· 6 rolls of masking tape

Room Setup:

· Set up computer stations for the Internet, video stations, a table for encyclopedias and a table for books.  Remember that computers can also be used to play videos if you are using online ones.

Instruction – 20 minutes

1. Handout the Explorers essay you prepared after last class.  Have a student read it aloud to review what the class has learned so far about explorers.
2. Explain that students will now choose an explorer to research on their own and will be responsible for presenting their knowledge to the class.  Have a list of six explorers on the board: John Cabot, Jacques Cartier, Samuel Champlain, Simon Fraser, Alexander Mackenzie and James Cook.
3. Have students choose, or assign students to research each of the explorers.

4. Hand out the assignment and discuss.

a. What are the criteria?

b. Explain that each explorer will have a piece of butcher paper with the headings of the topic areas.  As students use the resources and find information, they will be responsible to post their facts to the butcher paper.  Each student will use a different colour strip.
5. Explain that students will work as a group to collect facts.  All students researching John Cabot will post facts to the John Cabot butcher paper.  They will check the chart to see where their fact should go, then read the other facts up already to make sure their fact doesn’t repeat a fact already there.  If it does, they should place their fact on top of or beside the first fact.  Explain that it is just like the research they did together earlier as a class. 

6. Review the information they need to record for each fact: short summary of information, reference information, their own name

7. Remind the students they should have at least 5 facts for each topic category but that the more extensive their facts, the more they will have to work with later.

Working Alone – 25 minutes

8. Explain the stations around the room.  Today they will work with one resource and next class they will move to a new resource.  

9. Assign one student from each explorer group to a separate resource: encyclopedia, book, Internet, video.  Double up if necessary for group size.

10. Hand out the coloured strips for note taking, the felt pens and place the masking tape in strategic locations.

11. Circulate to give assistance where needed.

Lesson Eight 

1. Have the students stay with one resource for half of the session and then rotate.  If you have resources that are less likely to engage a student for the whole time, maybe combine them.  For example, video and encyclopedia might be shared in a session as the video may be quite short or there may only be one.

2. Alternatively, you could have students move between resources as needed.  However, using books does not mean using one book.  A student at the book station could read several different books in one session.

Researching an Explorer

Assignment:  Using your knowledge of the exploration of Canada, research one explorer in more detail.  Present your knowledge to the rest of the class to help us determine which of the explorer’s we researched is the greatest one of all.

Gather facts about the following:
· General Information

· When and where was this person born?

· When, where and how did this person die?

· What are some highlights of this person’s early life?

· What are they famous for doing?

· Transportation

· How did this explorer travel?

· The expeditions/voyages

· What are some highlights?

· What route did they travel?

· What did they accomplish?

· Why did they do it?

· When was it?

· How long did it take?

· Retirement

· After the voyages, what did this person do?

You will need to use at least two different types of resource for your research; for example, video and encyclopedia.  Watching two different videos does not count as using two different types of resource.  You should have at least three resources in your bibliography.

Great Explorers Resources
Internet:

Passagways  http://epe.lac-bac.gc.ca/100/206/301/lac-bac/explorers-kids/www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/explorers/kids/index-e.html 
Great Canadian Explorers http://www.mta.ca/faculty/arts/canadian_studies/english/about/multimedia/explorers/ 

How Stuff Works Explorers Library

http://history.howstuffworks.com/european-history/european-explorers.htm 

Enchanted Learning

http://www.enchantedlearning.com/explorers/canada.shtml 

Explorers Hall of Fame

http://library.thinkquest.org/4034/hall_of_fame.html 

Exploration, the Fur Trade and Hudson’s Bay Company  http://www.canadiana.org/hbc/person/intro_e.html 

Atlas of Canada – maps of exploration

http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/historical/#exploration 

The Explorers

http://www.civilization.ca/cmc/explore/virtual-museum-of-new-france/the-explorers/the-explorers 

Videos Online:
John Cabot

The Expeditions of John Cabot  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/12848-new-world-encountered-the-expeditions-of-john-cabot-video.htm    0:32

Giovanni Caboto aka John Cabot  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/12853-new-world-encountered-giovanni-caboto-aka-john-cabot-video.htm   0:37

Treaty of Tordesillas   http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/12855-new-world-encountered-the-treaty-of-tordesillas-video.htm    2:52 
Search for a Northwest Passage  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/24116-french-explorers-the-search-for-a-northwest-passage-video.htm   2:04

Jacques Cartier

Jacques Cartier’s Expeditions  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/12836-new-world-explored-jacques-cartiers-expeditions-video.htm   3:08

The Explorations of Jacques Cartier  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/24118-french-explorers-the-explorations-of-jacques-cartier-video.htm  3:56

Samuel de Champlain
Samuel de Champlain: Introduction  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/23264-samuel-de-champlain-introduction-video.htm  1:43

European Colonization  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/23269-samuel-de-champlain-european-colonization-video.htm  3:34

The Father of New France  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/20472-samuel-de-champlain-the-father-of-new-france-video.htm  14:34

This one may take a while to load.

The First Expedition  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/23266-samuel-de-champlain-the-first-expedition-video.htm  2:09
The Second Expedition  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/23267-samuel-de-champlain-the-second-expedition-video.htm   1:54

The Third Expedition  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/23268-samuel-de-champlain-the-third-expedition-video.htm  2:39

Exploration and Colonization  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/23265-samuel-de-champlain-exploration-and-colonization-video.htm   1:34

Champlain’s Explorations  http://videos.howstuffworks.com/hsw/12843-new-world-explored-champlains-explorations-video.htm  0:51
Lesson Nine:  Organizing the Notes
Big Idea:

· Notes have a purpose

· Organizing one’s thoughts is important before writing a structured piece

Materials:

· Five tasks written on the board

· Butcher papers of explorer facts posted around the room

Instruction – 15 minutes

1. Post the butcher papers around the room.  

2. Explain to students that today they are going to work with their notes to be sure they are ready for writing.  They have five tasks.  Introduce these as follows:
a. Look at the facts together on the John Cabot paper to find repeats.

b. Move to the Jacques Cartier paper and look for facts that don’t have a bibliography.  Ask the students what you should do.  Have the group figure out how to get verification.

c. Move to the Samuel de Champlain paper and look for facts that you don’t understand.  Ask the students what you should do.  Have the group clarify.

d. Move to the Simon Fraser paper and decide which of the facts in one category are the strongest and seem to go together the best.  Move these together.

e. Move to the Alexander Mackenzie paper and check to see which resources were used.  Make a list down the side.

Group work – 30 minutes
3. Ask the students to move into their groups to work with their notes completing the five tasks.
Lesson Ten: Writing Paragraphs
Big Idea:

· Writing has a purpose

· Audience is important when writing

Materials:

· Guiding questions from below written onto the board or an overhead to help students when editing (see attached)

Instruction – 5 minutes

1. Ask the students to explain the steps for writing a paragraph from the notes.  (Find the reason they go together and write a sentence.  Create sentences for the notes underneath.  Write a concluding sentence by rewording the topic sentence.)

2. Have the groups confer and make a decision as to who will write a paragraph for each topic area.  

Working alone – 20 minutes

3. Have each student take one topic area and write a paragraph.

Partner work – 15-20 minutes

4. As students finish, have them share their paragraphs with another student following the directions on the “Guiding Questions” sheet:

a. Have them read the paragraph once to check for structure.  Have written on the board or use the overhead provided: Did the author have a topic sentence?  Do they have at least two supporting details?  Do they have a concluding sentence?  Do the details support the topic and does the concluding sentence make sense?  Make comments and suggestions as needed.

b. Have them reread the paragraph a second time and look for content.  Provide these guiding questions: Did the student use information from the notes?  Do you understand their paragraph?  
c. Read the paragraphs one final time editing for mechanics, such as spelling, punctuation and grammar.

5. When both partners have read and commented on the paragraphs, have them sit together and discuss with each other their thoughts.

6. Depending how much peer editing work you have done with the class, you may wish to model this first.

Teacher Assessment:

Have the students hand in their paragraph and evaluate it using the rubric attached.

Guiding Questions for Peer Editing
Read once for Structure:

1. Did the author have a topic sentence?  

2. Do they have at least two supporting details?  

3. Do they have a concluding sentence that makes sense?  

4. Do the details support the topic?  

5. Make comments and suggestions as needed.

Read again for Content:  

1. Did the student use information from the notes on the explorer?  

2. Do you understand their paragraph?  

Read one more time for Mechanics: 

1. Spelling

2. Punctuation 

3. Grammar
	
	Paragraph Writing Rubric


	

	

	

	Name: ________________________
Teacher: _____________________


	Date Submitted: ____________
Title of Work: ___________________


	 

 

Criteria
Points
3
2
1
0
 

Topic and Concluding  Sentences
Topic sentence is clear, correctly placed, and is restated and expanded as a Concluding sentence (also correctly placed).
Topic sentence is unclear and/or incorrectly placed, and but restated as a Concluding sentence (correctly placed).
Topic and Concluding sentences are unclear and/or incorrectly placed.
Topic and/or Concluding sentences are absent from paragraph.
____
Supporting Detail Sentences
Paragraph has three or more supporting detail sentences that relate back to the Topic sentence.  Details are from the notes.
Paragraph has two supporting detail sentences that relate back to the Topic Sentence.  Details are from the notes.
Paragraph has one supporting detail sentence that relate back to the Topic Sentence.  Some details may not relate to the notes.
Paragraph has no supporting detail sentences that relate back to the Topic Sentence (off topic or absent).  Or details are not from the notes.
____
Legibility
Legible handwriting or printing.
Marginally legible handwriting or printing.
Writing is not legible in many places.
Writing is not legible – paragraph is unreadable.
____
Mechanics and Grammar
Paragraph has very few (1 or 2) errors in punctuation, capitalization, and spelling. 
Paragraph has some (5 or so) punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.
Paragraph has many (8 +) punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors.
Punctuation, capitalization, and spelling errors have made paragraph completely unreadable.
____
 

 

 

 

Total out of 12
____


	 Teacher Comments:
 


Lesson Eleven-Twelve:  Finishing a Product
Big Idea:

· Audience is important when writing
Materials:

· Access to computers or lab

· Assignment page (see attached) – copies for each student

· Bibliography handout – copies for each student

Working alone – 5 minutes

1. Ask the students to look at the butcher paper and choose the note they feel is their best note.  They will turn this note in to you for assessment.

Instruction – 15 minutes
2. Project a word document at the front.  Demonstrate how to open a file, type, save a document and retrieve it if students have not been introduced to this yet.

3. Demonstrate how to find a picture using the Internet.

· Access Google – images by www.google.ca and clicking on images.

· Type in Simon Fraser

· Click on the image you like.

· From the top of the page, choose “see full size image”.

· Right click on the image and choose “copy”.

· Return to the word document.

· Right click on the document and choose “paste”.

· To control the picture, use the picture tool bar (accessible from the top grey toolbar under “view”, “toolbars”, “picture” if it isn’t already showing).

· Choose the icon that shows a dog surrounded by lines

· Choose “tight” and this will allow the picture to be dragged wherever you choose.

· Click on the picture, then click and drag one of the corner circles to enlarge it or make it smaller.

· To write a caption, click on the square with an “A” inside on the bottom grey toolbar and draw a square.  Click inside the square to write.

4. Demonstrate how to copy the address from the site you copied the picture from and past it under your picture.  Make the font small enough to fit comfortably.

5. Ask them compare their work with the paragraphs the others in their group are writing so they don’t use the same image or title.

Working alone (or with a partner if computers are short!) – 25 minutes
6. Have the students use a word processor to type out their edited paragraph.  

7. Have them look for a picture of their explorer by searching Google images and copy it onto their document above or below their paragraph.

8. Show them how to copy the website address below the image to credit the author.

9. Remind them to put their own name to their work and to give their work a title.

10. When you have checked their work and they have saved it to a safe location, have them print a copy.  They can then help other students in their group finish.

11. When the whole group has finished printing, have them decide the order of their presentation and staple it together. 

Lesson Twelve

1. Demonstrate how to do the bibliography using the handout attached.  It should be in a new word document that the students can all share.  This can be done by saving to a common memory stick or a shared drive.
2. Work time.

The Greatest Explorer Paper

Assignment:  Word process your paragraph and add an image.  Combine your work with the others in your group into a finished paper.  Add the bibliography.
Step One:

1. Type your paragraph into a Word document.

2. Save.

Step Two:

3. Find a picture of your explorer by searching Google images.  Remember to compare your picture with the other members of your group so you don’t all have the same one!

4. Copy the address of the website you found the picture and paste it below your picture.  Remember to use a small font size!

5. Save.

Step Three:

6. Put a title on your page and your name.

7. Save.

Step Four:

8. Print your page.

Step Five:

9. Check your butcher sheet again to see the list of resources your group used.  Choose one or two to work with.

10. Start a new word document or use the one already started by another group member if you are not the first to do this.

11. Use the bibliography sheet to help you type in the resource(s) with all the correct bibliography information.

12. Save your file to a shared drive or memory stick so each group member can add to the file.

13. Print this when everyone has finished.

Step Six:

14. Put all of the pages from your group together in the order your group thinks makes the most sense.  The bibliography should be at the end.

15. Staple it together and hand it in!

Creating a Bibliography

Book Citations: 

Bibliographic citations for books vary. These examples can help you write your 

bibliography for many types of book citations. 

Book with one author: 

The author is listed, last name first. The title is underlined. The city where the book is 

published is listed followed by a colon: and the name of the publisher followed by a comma, and the year the book is published is then listed followed by a period. If the city of publication is unfamiliar, the name of the state or country is listed as well. 

Eg.  Higham, Cindy. Snowflakes for All Seasons. Salt Lake City: Gibbs Smith, 2004. 

Book with two authors: 
Note there is a hanging indent so the second line starts in a few spaces from the margin.  This is true for all bibliographic listings.
Eg.

Rhatigan, Joe and Newcomb, Rain. Prize Winning Science Fair Projects for Curious Kids.  New York: Lark Books, 2004. 
A book that has an editor: 

Dickins, Rosie, ed. The Usborne Introduction to Art. Tulsa: EDC Publications, 2004. 

A book without an author: 

Fodor’s ’05 Costa Rica. New York: Fodor’s Travel Publication, 2005. 

An article in a book without an author: 

The title of the article is listed before the title of the book. 

Eg. “Afghanistan.” Time Almanac. Needham, MA: Pearson Education Inc., 2005. 

Encyclopedia and Other Reference Books: 

An encyclopedia article may or may not have an author. The author’s name can be found 

at the end of the article. An article that has an author is called a “signed article.” 

Signed articles: 

The name of the encyclopedia article is placed after the author’s name and put in 

quotation marks. 

Eg.  

Dundes, Alan. “Magic.” World Book Encyclopedia. Volume 13. Chicago: World Book Inc., 2005. 

Unsigned articles: 

“Human Spaceflight.” Compton’s Encyclopedia. Volume 22. Chicago, Encyclopedia, Britannica, 2004. 

Magazines and Newspapers: 
Magazines and newspapers are good sources for locating current information. When 

citing a magazine or newspaper [sometimes called periodicals], use the following 

formats. Periodical articles may or may not have an author. 

Magazines: 

Signed articles: 

The author’s name is given first, the name of the article, then the name of the magazine, 

the date of the magazine, a colon and then the page number(s). 

Eg.  Keith, Ted. “From Cursed to First.” Sports Illustrated Kids. January 2005: 31-33. 

Eg.  Urbanas, Jason. “Bodies of Pompeii.” Dig. March 2005. Vol. 7: 16-17. 

Unsigned articles: 

“Charged.” Kids Discover. February 2005. Vol. 6, Issue 2: 4. 

Newspapers: 

If the article has an author, it is placed before the name of the article. 

Eg.  

“FBI Agent ‘Risked Life’ by Posing as Wise Guy.” Chicago Tribune. March 10, 2005. Section 1, Page 1. 

World Wide Web/Internet: 

Basic Internet citation:
Author.  "Title of Article, Web page or site" in quotation marks.  Title of Magazine, Journal, Newspaper, Newsletter, Book, Encyclopedia, or Project.  Editor of Project.  Date of article, of Web page or site creation, revision, posting, last update, or date last modified. Group, association, name of forum, sponsor responsible for Web page or Web site. Access date (the date you accessed the Web page or site). Complete Uniform Resource Locator (URL) or network address in angle brackets.
Author. “Title of page.” Title of Project. Editor of Project. Date of site. Group Responsible for site.  Date you last used it. <Website address>. 
Eg.  

Drye, Willie.  “Atlantis – True Story or Cautionary Tale?”  Mysteries of the Ancient World.  1996-2009.  National Geographic Society.  December 30, 2009.  <http://www.nationalgeographic.com/history/ancient/atlantis.html>.
Internet citation for an article from an online encyclopedia:

Author. “Title of Article.” Title of Encyclopedia. Date of site. Group Responsible for site.  Date you last used it. <Website address>. 
Eg.

Duiker, William J. "Ho Chi Minh." Encarta Online Encyclopedia. 2005. Microsoft. Oct. 10, 2005.  <http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761558397/Ho_Chi_Minh.html>.

Internet citation for a cartoon, chart, clipart, comics, interview, map, painting, photo, sculpture, sound clip, etc.: 
Indicate the type of material, e.g. advertisement, cartoon, clipart, electronic card, interview, map, online posting, photograph, working paper, etc. if not obvious after the title of the page

Author. “Title of page.” Type of material. Title of Project. Editor of Project. Date of site. Group Responsible for site.  Date you last used it. <Website address>. 
Eg.

"Islamic State of Afghanistan: Political Map." Map. Atlapedia Online. 1993-2003.
        Latimer Clarke. June 7, 2003. <http://www.atlapedia.com/online/maps/
        political/Afghan_etc.htm>.

Video/DVD
Title of the Video or DVD. Medium (Is it a video, DVD or CD?). Publisher/Production company, Copyright date.

Eg.

The Life of the Honeybee.  VHS. Encyclopaedia Britannica Educational Corporation, 1980. 
 
CD-ROM  

"Title of article, or part." Title of the CD-ROM. Medium. Place of Publication: Publisher, Date.

Eg.

"Common Ant."  Creepy Crawlies.  CD-ROM.  Farnham, England:  Media Design Interactive, 1993. 
Lesson Thirteen:  Celebration

Big Idea:

· Good ideas should be shared

Materials

1. Photocopies of each report for all group members

Group work – 45 minutes

1. Have the students sit in their group and read their report over together.  
2. Have them practice reading and discussing the report in case there are any parts they don’t understand.  

3. Have them decide on three reasons their explorer was an exceptional person and write these on the back of their report.
4. Split the groups apart into a jigsaw so that each group now contains one person who has researched each explorer.  
5. Have these students take turns reading their reports to the group and sharing the reasons their explorer was exceptional.

6. As a group, have the students try to come to consensus on which explorer was the most amazing and could be called the “greatest”.

Working together – 15 minutes

7. Move back into a class formation and have each group share which explorer they decided was the greatest and why.

8. Try to reach consensus as a class.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


My Name:_______________


 Reference Information:__________________________________________ ________________
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