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Innovative ProD Program helps New Teachers with Time Crunch 

An innovative 4 day ProD program starts August 30th in Burnaby to help new teachers avoid panic as they try to understand the curriculum and prepare to teach, sometimes within days of being hired, and often for a class which they have never taught before! 
“The beginning of a new school year is both exciting and terrifying as a new teacher. Nothing can truly prepare you for the challenges but without Start UP, my first year teaching would have been utterly overwhelming. Beyond the amazing unit plans and creative lesson ideas, Start UP gave me confidence in myself.” reports J, a teacher in Metro. 

"Taking the August Start Up series was absolutely invaluable in preparing for my grade 7 assignment (I had no upper intermediate experience)." H. Vancouver
After the disruption of last year's strike, a group of BC teachers is offering new primary workshops  as well & Gr. 4-8 in both Burnaby & Surrey, using more than a dozen leading teachers from several  Metro districts and around the province. 

However, the short notice and the timing of hiring is making it difficult for the organizers to reach teachers once they are hired, and for teachers to attend the four day Start UP! Series program. In Metro, when school begins many teachers are still unsure what they will be teaching or even if they have a job. While outside of Metro, teachers may need to leave for their new communities to get accommodation and set their own lives in order before school begins and so are unable to benefit from the program. 

The program is turning to the internet to webcast to teachers everywhere in the province. “The ultimate aim is a system to ensure that every teacher arrives prepared and confident when they begin.” said Ray Myrtle, Start UP! Coordinator and co-founder. 
Contact: Ray Myrtle, Start UP! Coordinator 604-999-5779 (c) ray.myrtle@gmail.com
Website: startupyourclass.ca  Twitter @RayMyrtle 

Start UP! Series Dates: Burnaby Aug 30, 31 & Sept 1, 12th;  Surrey: Sept 12, 19, 26 & Oct 3rd. 

Photos and interviews with leaders and participants possible by arrangement.
