Prediction Sheet: Grab Bag for Unit Introduction
	Artifact Shown
	Prediction

	1.


	

	2.


	

	3.


	

	4.


	

	5.


	


Now that you know our new unit is THE HAIDA, write a short description of how each picture from the grab bag relates to the Haida.

1. The Canoe

	


2. Salmon

	


3. Map of Queen Charlotte Islands

	


4. Cedar Trees

	


5. Eagles

	


Characteristics for Haida Animals

Bear

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Killer Whale

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Thunderbird

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Wolf

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________


Beaver

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Salmon

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Raven

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Otter

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________


Duck

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Owl

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

Frog

         __________________________          ________________________________

         __________________________          ________________________________

If my mother was an animal, she would be an orca. She would be an orca because she is very loving and caring. That’s why she would be an orca

If my father was an animal, he would be a bear. He would be a bear because he is very strong and brave. That’s why he would be a bear.

If I was an animal I would be an owl. I would be an owl because I am very smart and strong. That’s why I would be an owl.
My family is already a bunch of animals but my family totem would contain an orca, bear and an owl. My mother’s Haida animal would be the orca. She is very loving because whenever I am really upset, I can go talk to her and she always makes me feel better. She is also very caring because she always phones me to ask me how my day was. The only problem my mom has is that she can’t swim. 

My father’s totem animal would be the bear because he shares many of the same qualities. My dad is very strong because he can open any jar that I have trouble opening. He has always been very brave such as when he agreed to teach me how to drive me new car. He’s even a bit furry like a bear.

If I were an animal, I think that I would be an owl. I like to think that I am smart because I have always got really good grades in school. I also think that I am strong because I face the challenges in my life and I like to take risks. I am very close with my family and even though we are all different, we are one family.
Haida Village Life 
The Haida produced a very simple political structure. This structure included commoners, slaves, and nobles. Nobles had the right to hunt. Commoners could hunt, but only at a price. At the top of the class structure were the nobles and their immediate family. In the middle were the commoners and the extended family of the chief. The bottom ground were the slaves, they did not have any rights at all.

The Haida kept slaves that they captured in raids and tribal warfare. These slaves were always male. The slaves were assigned tasks to complete. Craftsmen and fishermen of society filled sacred roles so they were always given freedom, and never enslaved. Slaves were also traded in Potlaches. Eventually the government outlawed slavery.

Titles and wealth among the Haida were passed on through the mother's side of the family. The Haida tried to stay away from getting into wars with tribes with the same social structure. There was an expected hospitality from members of these villages whether they knew the person or not. The social rank meant much more to the Haida than tribal status. Potlaches helped to recognize an individuals status in the village. Marriage was not an occasion for a potlach because it didn't involve a change in social status.
Clothing
The Haida men didn't have much of a wardrobe to choose from. They most commonly went barefoot. If they wore leather moccasins, the leather would deteriorate. When the weather was very warm, the Haida men would stay indoors and wear nothing at all. Also in warm weather, the men would wear a woven hat with a broad brim to protect their eyes from the sun. In very cold weather, the men would wear leather moccasins. Men also wore seal skin or deerskin leggings in the winter.

The women's clothing was a lot different than the men's. Women wore skirts, tunics, or sarongs made from deer skin, and sometimes made from the soft inner bark of the cedar tree. This bark was soaked, beaten, and shredded to make it soft enough to wear. The cedar bark was woven so tightly that the clothes became water proof. Women also wore mask-like headdresses for special occasions. Women, as well as men, oiled their hair.
Chiefs would wear the most special clothing of all. The chief's headpieces were carved from wood and were decorated. To make and decorate one of these headpieces, you would need wood, shells, ermine tails, and sealion whiskers. Chiefs also wore highly expensive chilkat blankets. It took over three mountain goats to make one of these blankets.
Both men and women wore capes or blankets of double-woven cedar bark or heavy furs during times of extreme cold. The Haida tattooed family crests onto their bodies, and the children from more affluent families had tattoos on their chests and the backs of their hands for easier identification.
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Food
Haida Indians were lucky to live on a group of islands, which is now the Queen Charlotte Islands, because the water beside them was full of sea food. They could fish for salmon, cod, halibut, smelt, and herring. For a change they hunted in the water for whale, seal,dolphins, sea lions and sea otters. They also trapped oysters, clams, and crabs. The land around them was full of elk, deer, mountain goat, moose, beaver, wolves, foxes, and bears that they were able to hunt for a change of flavor. It is thought that the Indians preferred and liked the sea mammals and fish best.

For the most part, the Haida Indians depended on the great sea animals like sea lions, seals, and dolphins as well as great quantities of fish which inhabited the ocean and all the rivers. Seals were killed with clubs while they were basking on the shore and rocks. But this was difficult to do because seals were very wary. Another method used was first harpooning the seal, and then holding him under the water and drowning home. Dolphins were killed in the same way only a long lance was driven through its body after being harpooned. Fish were caught with hook and line,speared and netted. Baskets were woven and placed in streams in such away that fish could swim in but not get out. Dams were also constructed to catch the fish. Women also use sticks to dig clams and other shell fish from the sand.

The Haida Indians cooked their food using various methods. If they wanted to cook clams they would do that by steaming them in a box. If they wanted to keep them for a long period of time before cooking them, they would take the clams out of the shells and dry or smoke them. The fish were treated in the same way. Not all that were cooked could be used at once, so the rest were usually dried or stored away. Most of the salmon were cut into slices, hung on drying-racks and smoked over the fire. Three other ways for cooking other food were grilling over an open fire, baking it in a pit heated with hot rocks, and boiling it in a box filled with water that was heated with rocks.
Travel
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The Haida only had two ways to travel-by foot or by canoe. Canoes were built out of huge cedar trees. The branches were removed and the tree was hollowed by using a chisel and a maul. The inside of the tree was filled with heated water so that cross pieces could be forced in to help keep the canoe's shape. The outside of the canoe was blackened by charring and then oiled. Most canoes were made in this way. 

Canoemakers in each village worked on their new craft throughout the autumn at sites where the very best red cedars stood. After an appropriate snowfall that facilitated sledding, the roughed-out canoes were moved from the woods to the nearest beach and towed to the home village, where they were finished over the winter. In the spring, lightly manned flotillas of new canoes left Skidegate Inlet, Masset and Rose Spit on the north coast, braving the seasonal storms to head for the mainland. If these vessels could withstand a crossing of the treacherous Hecate Strait, they could withstand any weather the coast could provide. At the Nass River, the canoes were traded to coastal tribes assembled to take advantage of the spring eulachon fishery. Old canoes were taken in trade by the Haida for their return journey home. 
The Haida canoes were made in different styles and over time moved in different ways. All canoes were painted according to the occasion they would be used for. For example, a whaling canoe would be painted red, black, blue-green, and yellow. A war canoe would be painted yellow, white or black. Usually a war canoe would have an animal carved on the bow. Paddles were usually used to move the canoe. Later in time '' white man'' sails woven from bark fibre were used

Canoes served many purposes of the Haida Indians. These large canoes could hold at least 30 people. All canoes were paddled by slaves to get to potlatches or for warfare. Smaller canoes were used to hunt and fish. Hunting and fishing canoes were usually not decorated. Sometimes canoes were used as coffins. Canoes were very important to the Haida Indians.
Homes
The Haida homes were usually very large and could hold over several hundred people. All the people who lived in one cedar house were all part of an extended family. These houses were approximately 8 meters high, 9-12 meters wide, and 45 meters long. It took a lot of logs to build one of these cedar homes. The Haida Indians and lots of other Indians used all parts of the tree.
The Haida homes were made from cedar trees and spruce trees. Smaller logs supported the roof shingles. These shingles, held down by rocks, could be moved easily by poles to let out air or to let in fresh air. The homes were supported by large cedar poles with gigantic planks placed in the frames to make the walls and roofs. The doorway of some homes was an opening cut through a large carved pole in the center of the front wall.
The Haida homes had no windows. Smoke holes were the only permanent vents. Usually Haida homes had one common fire pit in the center. The whole household used that fire for both heat and cooking. Around the fire was a wide, raised platform were they all slept. The place of honour, directly across from the doorway, was reserved for the house chief.
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Permanent Haida villages consisted of one or more rows of houses strung along a beach. Double-row villages were quite common, but villages with up to five rows of houses existed only in myth time. Generally the house owned by the town chief was larger than the rest and stood near the middle of the village. 
According to ancient myth, the house was one of the main contributions that the Raven made to Haida life after he stole the idea from the Beaver. The house was the centre of Haida social, political and economic life. 
Haida houses were constructed of western red cedar with a framework of stout corner posts that supported massive beams. The frame was clad with wide planks. The tools required for building houses included sledgehammers, adzes, hand mauls and wedges for splitting wood. 
THE FIRST TOTEM POLE
Written by Rosa Bell
Illustrated by Christian White
Many, many years ago a Haida family lived in a village called Yan. In that family there was a boy named Sta-th. He was one of the Eagle clan. He wore an Eagle carving around his neck.

Sta-th's mother was called Koon-jaat. She was also from the Eagle clan. Her hat had an eagle on top of it.  Sta-th's father's name was An-o-wat. An-o-wat was from a different clan. He was one of the raven clan. He wore a Raven crest on his clothes.

One day An-o-wat was fixing their fishing canoe. Sta-th went over to help his father. Soon the canoe was ready. An-o-wat started to take the canoe down to the water. Sta-th asked, "May I go, Father? May I go with you?"

An-o-wat said, "Yes, I will take you. We'll go as far as Rose Spit. I want to see if there are any more holes in the canoe to fix up."

Sta-th jumped into the canoe. It was a beautiful day for a ride.

The water was very calm. The canoe moved smoothly through the water. An-o-wat was glad to see that there were no holes in the canoe. The canoe was now ready for fishing.

By the time they got to Rose Spit, the sun had begun to set. They wanted to get home before dark, so they started back.

Sta-th was fascinated with the water. He bent over the side of the canoe. Sta-th watched the clear blue-green water as they traveled. He saw big crabs and pretty starfish. Jellyfish flashed here and there.

Suddenly, Sta-th shouted, "Stop, Father, stop! Look into the water."  Sta-th is pointing at something in the water.

They both looked down. They saw the most beautiful village. It looked like their own village. There were lots of longhouses and many canoes. However this village was different from theirs. It had tall, tall poles. These poles had beautiful carvings on them.

They looked at this village for a long time. An-o-wat looked carefully at the poles. He saw a raven and eagle carved on the poles. He saw a bear and a whale, too.

Soon it grew too dark to see. They decided it was best not to tell anyone about what they had seen. People might not believe their story.

The next day, An-o-wat and Sta-th went into the forest. They were looking for a big cedar tree. An-o-wat wanted to make a pole like the one in the underwater village. He wanted to show his pole to the people of Yan. Then he knew they would believe him.

At last, they found a good cedar tree.

An-o-wat and Sta-th began to carve the pole. An-o-wat put a raven on top. Then he carved a strong bear and a killer whale. That night they shared their secret with Koon-jaat.

Each day they worked long and hard on their pole. It took many, many days to finish it.

At last the big day came. They were ready to take the pole to the village.

An-o-wat called a meeting with his family. His brothers and sisters came. His aunts and uncles came. His grandfathers and grandmothers came, too. They all came to hear what An-o-wat had to say.

A n-o-wat told them the story. Sta-th told them what he had seen at the bottom of the sea. Then An-o-wat showed them the pole.

An-o-wat called for a village meeting. Everyone thought that the Eagle clan should raise the pole. An-o-wat and his family would have to pay them.

An-o-wat asked the Eagle clan for help. He asked them to help bring the pole to the village. The people of Yan saw them pulling the beautiful pole. They were very excited.

The next day, An-o-wat and Sta-th dressed in their best clothes. They both felt proud of the work they had done. Many people were invited to come and see the pole.

An-o-wat and his family met their guests at the beach. They welcomed the guests with a song.

People came from all over the islands. They came to see the first totem pole.

All the people went into the longhouse for a feast. An-o-wat's family gave gifts to the Eagle clan.

They gave songs and dances. They gave drums and rattles. They gave canoes and animal skins, too

There was singing and dancing long into the night.  The sun was rising as the people went home. Everyone was thinking of what they might carve.  

This is how the Haida people began to carve totem poles. This is the story of the first totem pole.
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	Animal You Selected
	Why did you pick that animal?

(Give evidence for your choice)



	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


The _______________________ Family

____________________ is a  _______________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

___________________’s mother is a  ________________. They chose this animal because ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________’s father is a __________________. They chose this animal because ___________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

_________________’s ________________ is a __________________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

________________’s ________________ is a ___________________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

________________’s ________________ is a ___________________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

________________’s ________________ is a ___________________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

________________’s ________________ is a ___________________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

________________’s ________________ is a ___________________. They chose this animal because __________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

